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Project Title Parenting, social preferences and forward-looking behaviour in Arab societies-an 
experimental study 

Duration One Year 

Research Area Social Sciences 

Speciality: Economics and Business 

Sub Speciality: Economics 

Project Description: Children’s social preferences (such as their ability to cooperate, solving social dilemmas and 

reciprocate others) and forward-looking behaviour (such as their aspirations, expectations 

about the future and their ability to make trade-offs over time) are key determinants of 

their investments in education, career-enhancing choices, entrepreneurial activities, which 

eventually drive economic and social development. Yet, there is very little evidence on how 

these preferences form and are influenced by parental practices and by severe life 

experiences, such as conflict. This project empirically analyses the inter-generational 

transmission of social preferences and forward-looking behaviour from parents to children, 

the mechanisms of this transmission, how children and parents preferences are influenced 

by conflict experience and how these preferences help explain economic choices, such as 

children schooling decisions. It uses field experiments and primary survey data from the 

West Bank region of Palestine, a country that offers a unique ‘natural experiment’ to study 

the causal impact of conflict on parents and children preferences. Using a mix of state-of-

the-art experimental games and survey questionnaires on expectations, aspirations and 

parental practices in pairs of parents and children, the project develops a novel dataset to 

fill significant gaps in the current literature and it contributes to inform family and 

educational policies in the Arab region. 

Key Investigator(s) Institution Role 

Dr. Elisa Cavatorta King's College London PI 

Dr. Yousef Daoud Doha Institute for Graduate Studies Lead PI 

 


