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Conceptual Framework
for Women’s

‘[women’s] ability to define

Em powerment their own life choices and to

(Kabeer 1999) [UISIERGEIgeloIECVCIIRIgRIgl

face of opposition from others”
(Kabeer 1999:438)
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Conceptual Framework
for Women’s .
Improved well-being for

Empowerment women and their childre
(Kabeer 1999)
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Multidimensional
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Context Specific



Determinants of

Evidence primarily from
studies In South Asia &

has shown varying
associations with
household poverty,
schooling, and
women’s work.




Effects of Women’s

Evidence has focused
mainly on outcomes

related to women’s
fertility and
contraceptive use.
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Summary measures of
single domains




Limitations of prior
measures of

Women’s Agency

Little use of advanced
measurement
techniques




Conceptualizing and Measuring
Women’s Agency in Egypt



Conceptualizing and Measuring
Women’s Agency in Egypt

Prevailing forms of classic patriarchy in Egypt may
affect women’s within the family,
and



Conceptualizing and Measuring
Women’s Agency in Egypt

Qualitative studies demonstrate
women in Egypt.

to



Conceptualizing and Measuring
Women’s Agency in Egypt

Some studies have
domains of women’s agency, but evidence is
limited.



o, 3N

’Qul\!"‘

Determinants and

Agency In Egypt ""




EGYPT

26¢

A MEDITERRANEAN §SEA
¢ SidiBarrani Mars3 i ISRAEL
Sidi 'Umar, 0= Maa{r%% ] Damyat »
s (0) ¥ AI \l r J’ POrt Sald \)
. . S exandria A @_ b v ] @10 .,
leyan\PIateau Sy, Khallj Al PSP O ) =\
: . S|d| A b PANNY 3 p \‘ Al Ansh
LIBYAN ARAB J | BirAlQar  orRahman, .Alama-n\4 X ) %I Ismafiiyyah
JAMAHIRIYA - MATRUH ! \,’ ? N SHAMALSINA'
300 { ; S ’*" & ,9 o N
! ) Qattara Al Jzah® Ca"O.Suez i \
KEY TO GOVERNORATES Qarah Depression g7\ S AR
IN NILE DELTA b Vo © Pt gLl g e T\a't")-é:
Governorate Capital E — \v 2 Y Jee
I ADDAQAHLIYAH AlMansaran | O Yanat Swah / Al Fayyum©/ A ) o
2 AL BUHAYRAH Damanhdr : \yn Tabaghbugh ,' B \l " |( = JANUB SlNA‘ 3
3 AL GHARBIYAH Tanfa | e i '!f\_\‘.i‘.‘_\‘.’ / ani = :
4 ALISKANDARIYYAH Al Iskandariyyah  : — AL JIZAH lf+ Uwayf o N S AUDI
(Alexandria) | & ) i mRa's IS
5 ALISMAILIYYAH ~ AllsmaTiyyah /Al Bawifi§ “Gharibo «_ @At Tar/s
6 AL MNUFIYAH Shibin Al Kawm | ! AlWiha o ¢ ] (o, ARABIA
7 AL QAHIRAH Al Qéhirah ! Al Bahrit ‘ R
(Cairo) R, ; @ <Ra's
g ALQALYUBIYAH  Banha T T ~ pAHR AL AHMAR &, yhammad
ASH SHARQIYAH Az Zaq@zig : it Dll ‘
10 BUR SATD Bir Sa'd | om el " AI Ghardagah
- (Port Said) : Qasr Al Farafrah  wapat
11 DUMYAT Dumyat | Al Farifrah % . .
12 KAFR ASH SHAYKH Kafr ash Shaykh 2 E oBur Safajah
\T W e st ern C:_ SUha] SUHAJ o
=25 | ADI i “‘ S oina Al Qusayr 2
- AL WADI AL JADID - X 4\ ‘ 26
: = Na j'Hammad’\l N/A i = 9 ™
' : Al Qasr x . - X
@  National capital ' & Al Wahat o Ar Rashdah ’ Armant . /L/uxo'r/" Zay--- o/ :
: AdMi s ‘ s ;
(2 ?overnﬁ]rate capital | < ad Dakhlah { Op Khériah Isné 5 !\Ag%a o
Saas | o Dwe s ert Al Wahat VN A <
4 Major airport : Al Kharjah ldfi ASWAN %
»  Cistern, spring, w Kawm Umbu A %
: B -~
=== |nternational bo Daraw
------- Governorate boun Aswan ) 's Bang
. Aswan Dam Barani so > “‘Ra 's Banas
Dual highway \‘ X g
Main road L/ 5 I\
Secondary road Yake 7 j
Trark & N e \m'./‘ >0 Yell ) b./






Minya

Panel of
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Data Collected
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Measures of Women’s Agency

Ten items representing

included women’s responses to
guestions asking who in her family
(1=someone else, 2=you and someone else,
3=you) has the a range
of household goods, including food, medicine,
and large household purchases.



Measures of Women’s Agency

Four items representing
asked whether the respondent was

allowed to go (1=never, 2=not alone, 3=alone)
to places such as the local market or the
homes of friends in the neighborhood.



Measures of Women’s Agency

Eleven items representing

included five items asking if, in her opinion, a
(1=yes,

2=don’t know, 3=n0) in a range of situations such

as if she goes out without telling him or if she

neglects the children



Measures of Women’s Agency

Six items asking the respondent’s agreement
(or disagreement) with statements about
gender roles and attitudes. Three of these
statements represented



Measures of Women’s Agency

Three other statements represented

and were coded so that
disagreement represented higher levels of
women’s agency (1=agree, 2=don’t know,
3=disagree).






Exploratory Factor Analysis
(EFA)

EFA with all 25 items

Removed items with
or

Explored construct validity



Results
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Characteristics of the Sample
(N=608 ever-married women)

Mean
Age, in years

Highest grade completed (respondent)
Highest grade completed (husband)

Age at first marriage



Characteristics of the Sample
(N=608 ever-married women)

Husband is paternal cousin

Husband is head of household 83%
Engaged in market work in past month

Number of children <6 years 61%
Lives in close proximity to natal family 84%
First quartile of household wealth 68%

Experienced physical violence before age 16



Indicators of Women’s Agency, Minya, Egypt

(N=608 ever-married women)

SOE

You &
SOE

You

Who in your family has the final say in purchasing the following things?

Vegetables and fruit
Clothes for yourself
Any kind of medicine for yourself

Toiletries for yourself (like hair oil, cream,
or henna)

Large household purchases (like a TV or any
other electronic appliances

... and 5 more decision-making items

12%
20%
24%
21%

42%

13%
22%
28%
19%

45%



Indicators of Women’s Agency, Minya, Egypt

(N=608 ever-married women)

Never Not Alone
Alone

Are you allowed to go to the following places?

To the local market to buy things 2% 23%

To a local health center or doctor 1% 25%

To the homes of your friends in the 1% 22%
neighborhood

To a nearby mosque or church 6% 25%



Indicators of Women’s Agency, Minya, Egypt
(N=608 ever-married women)

Yes Don’t No
Know

In your opinion is a husband justified in hitting his wife in the following
situations:

If she goes out without telling him 57% 0%
If she neglects the children 46% 0%
If she argues/debates with him 34% 0%
If she refuses to have sex with him 54% 4%
If she burns the food 24% 1%

... and 6 more gender attitudes items -



Factor Correlation Matrix for
Three Dimensions of
Women’s Agency, Minya, Egypt

(N=608 ever-married women)

FACTOR Decision Freedom of Gender
Making Movement  Attitudes
Decision Making 1
Freedom of Movement * 1
3 k 1

Gender Attitudes

* Significant at p < 0.05



Associations Between Women’s Age and

Three Dimensions of Women’s Agency
(N=608 ever-married women)

Women'’s Age (ref <30 years) Decision
Making

30-39 years 0.165
40-49 years T
50+ years *

Freedom of
Movement

0.170

0.095

-0.166

Gender
Attitudes

-0.017

-0.076

-0.093

T Significant at p< 0.10, * Significant at p £ 0.05






Measure of women’s
agency Is




Measure of women’s
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Measurement of
women’s agency in

rural Egypt may be
improved




Creation of factor
scores for domains of
agency

Use of structural
equation modeling

Future
Directions
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