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Annual Marriage Rates Down
1970-2010
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Higher Mean Age at First Marriage---
Men
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Higher Mean Age at First Marriage---
Women
1980-2010
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Higher Mean Age of Women 
at Birth of First Child
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Total Fertility Rates Down 
1960-2014
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Non-Marital Birth Rates Up
1970-2010
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The Sexual Revolution (and More)

• Less stigma
• Later marriage
• Fewer children
• More divorce
• More nonmarital sex
• More cohabitation
• More (visible) same-sex unions



US Marriage Rates for Men
by Earnings Level

1970 and 2011
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Winners and Losers 
under US Tax Code
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Source: AEI and Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare 2012 



Source: European Commission, Social Protection Database, Eurostat, 2015

Marginal Tax Rates if Moving from Welfare to Work
Single Mothers with Two Children in 2013
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Marriage and Cohabitation under Taxes and Benefits
Taxation Child Benefit Means-tested benefits

Filing 
singly

Filing 
married

Filing  
cohabiting

Single, Married, 
or Cohabiting*

Married Registered
cohabiting

Surveillance 
cohabiting

Austria X S, M X X

Belgium X S, M X X X

Denmark X S, M, C X X

Finland X S, M X X

France X X S, M, C X X X

Germany X X S, M X SS X

Greece X S, M X

Italy X S, M X

Netherlands X S, M X X X

Norway S, M X SS X

Spain S, M X X X

Sweden X S, M X SS X

Switzerland X X S, M X X

UK X S, M X SS X

US X X S, M X
*Preliminary determinations


