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DOHA INTERNATIONAL FAMILY INSTITUTE SIGNS PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH
UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA

Partnership Reflects DIFI’'s Commitment to the Well-Being of the Family

Doha, Qatar, August 2, 2017 — The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI) has signed a joint-
project agreement with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(UN-ESCWA) to research and promote Family Sensitive Social Protection (FSSP).

The partnership aims to provide a conceptual framework for FSSP, examine its rationale, and
provide clear arguments and evidence to identify challenges associated with its design and
implementation. As social protection is an important thematic area of DIFI’'s work on the well-
being of the family, DIFI has organized several expert group meetings and will be hosting and
organizing an additional gathering as part of this project.

Commenting on the agreement, Ms. Noor Al Malki Al Jehani, Executive Director, DIFI, said:
"Despite their obvious social and economic contribution to society, families are rarely the focus
of major policy initiatives. It is our belief that families deserve to be a focus of policymaking due
to the critical contributions they make to society as they bear the primary responsibility for the
socialization of children, which is a cornerstone of family wellbeing and societal development.”

Meanwhile, ESCWA highlighted the importance of the partnership to strengthen family
sensitive social protection in the Arab region: “We are looking forward to working with DIFI to
promote social protection policies in the Arab region, with particular focus on supporting the
social inclusion of persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups,” said Frederico Neto,
Director of ESCWA’s Social Development Division.

“By sharing our expertise, we can sharpen the policy focus on families, who are among the key
institutions to achieve improved protection, inclusion and social cohesion,” he added.

The outcomes of the FSSP project will contribute to Goal 1 of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals on poverty alleviation. In addition, the project is in line with the Qatar
National Vision 2030

DIFIl, a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF),
plans to continue its work with UN-ESCWA as a part of its focus on advancing family sensitive
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social protection in the Arab world by strengthening the knowledge base on local families,
evaluating policies, and developing relevant programs.

END

Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to
strengthen the family through the development and dissemination of high quality research on
Arab families, encouraging knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making
the family a priority to policy makers through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional
and international levels. Among the Institute’s most important initiatives are the Annual
Conference on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in collaboration with the Qatar
National Research Fund, an annual research grant which encourages research related to the
Arab family and family policy. The Institute has special consultative status with United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized
programs across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, research and development,
and community development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir,
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with
guality education. Today, QF's world-class education system offers lifelong learning
opportunities to community members as young as six months through to doctoral level,
enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s
development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers
are working to address local and global research and development challenges. By promoting a
culture of lifelong learning and fostering social engagement through programs that embody
Qatari culture, QF is committed to empowering the local community and contributing to a
better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa
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Doha, Qatar, August 2, 2017 — The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI) has signed a joint-
project agreement with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(UN-ESCWA) to research and promote Family Sensitive Social Protection (FSSP).

The partnership aims to provide a conceptual framework for FSSP, examine its rationale, and
provide clear arguments and evidence to identify challenges associated with its design and
implementation. As social protection is an important thematic area of DIFI’'s work on the well-
being of the family, DIFI has organized several expert group meetings and will be hosting and
organizing an additional gathering as part of this project.

Commenting on the agreement, Ms. Noor Al Malki Al Jehani, Executive Director, DIFI, said:
"Despite their obvious social and economic contribution to society, families are rarely the focus
of major policy initiatives. It is our belief that families deserve to be a focus of policymaking due
to the critical contributions they make to society as they bear the primary responsibility for the
socialization of children, which is a cornerstone of family wellbeing and societal development.”

Meanwhile, ESCWA highlighted the importance of the partnership to strengthen family
sensitive social protection in the Arab region: “We are looking forward to working with DIFI to
promote social protection policies in the Arab region, with particular focus on supporting the
social inclusion of persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups,” said Frederico Neto,
Director of ESCWA’s Social Development Division.

“By sharing our expertise, we can sharpen the policy focus on families, who are among the key
institutions to achieve improved protection, inclusion and social cohesion,” he added.

The outcomes of the FSSP project will contribute to Goal 1 of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals on poverty alleviation. In addition, the project is in line with the Qatar
National Vision 2030

DIFIl, a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF),
plans to continue its work with UN-ESCWA as a part of its focus on advancing family sensitive
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Science and Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to
strengthen the family through the development and dissemination of high quality research on
Arab families, encouraging knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making
the family a priority to policy makers through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional
and international levels. Among the Institute’s most important initiatives are the Annual
Conference on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in collaboration with the Qatar
National Research Fund, an annual research grant which encourages research related to the
Arab family and family policy. The Institute has special consultative status with United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
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Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized
programs across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, research and development,
and community development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir,
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with
guality education. Today, QF's world-class education system offers lifelong learning
opportunities to community members as young as six months through to doctoral level,
enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s
development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers
are working to address local and global research and development challenges. By promoting a
culture of lifelong learning and fostering social engagement through programs that embody
Qatari culture, QF is committed to empowering the local community and contributing to a
better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.qf.org.qa




