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Draft Agenda
29 March 2016

8.45a.m.—9.00 a.m. Registration
9.00 a.m. —9.30 a.m. Welcome remarks

Ms. Noor Al Malki Al-Jehani
Executive Director, Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

Co-Chairs of the Working Party on Mediation
Chief Justice Honourable Tassaduqg Hussain Jillani (retired), Pakistan

Ms. Béatrice Maillé
Director General, Consular Policy, Global Affairs Canada

Remarks on behalf of the Minister of Justice, State of Qatar
Ms. Najat Mahdi Al-Khalaf
Director of International & Cooperation, Ministry of Justice, State of Qatar

9.45 a.m. —10.00 a.m. Coffee Break

10.00 a.m. — 12.00 a.m. Protecting the best interests of the child in international family disputes
— Global perspectives

Moderator: Dr. Mohammad Mattar
Clinical Professor of Law, Qatar University

Dr. Christophe Bernasconi

Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private International Law
(HCCH)

Ms. Amal Salman Aldoseri
Vice-Chairperson, UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC),
Bahrain



12.00 p.m. —1.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m. —2.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. —2.45 p.m.

2.45 p.m. —3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.

Mr. Peter Gross
Child Protection Unit, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

Questions and answers

Lunch (and prayers)

Session | - Protecting the best interests of the child in international
family disputes —Regional perspectives

Moderator: Ms. Noor Al Malki Al Jehani
Executive Director, DIFI

The OIC Covenant on the Rights of the Child in Islam

Dr. Fadila Grine

Director of Family & Social Affairs Department, Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), Jeddah

Perspectives of the League of Arab States

Ambassador Inas Makewway

Department of Woman, Family and Childhood, The League of Arab States
(LAS), Cairo

Study of Islamic Law, Private International Law and the Hague
Children’s Conventions

Professor Dr. Anver Emon

Faculty of Law, University of Toronto

General Editor, Oxford Islamic Legal Studies Series

Questions and answers

Coffee Break

Session 11 — The Malta Process and the Working Party on Mediation

Moderator: Dr. Christophe Bernasconi
Secretary General, HCCH

The Malta Process
Chief Justice Honourable Tassaduqg Hussain Jillani (retired)
Co-Chair of the Working Party on Mediation - Pakistan

The Working Party on Mediation and the Principles on Mediation
Ms. Béatrice Maillé

Director General, Consular Policy, Global Affairs Canada

Questions and answers

Session 111 - Expert Presentations

Moderator:
Dr. Fadila Grine
Director of Family & Social Affairs Department, (OIC)



7.30 p.m. —9.00 p.m.

30 March 2016 — DAY TWO
8.45 a.m. —9.00 a.m.

9.00 a.m. —10.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m. — 10.45 a.m.

10.45a.m.—-11.15a.m.

11.15a.m. - 12.00 p.m.

Protecting the Best Interests of the Child: The view of Qatar, the GCC
and the Arab World

Professor Dr. Mohamed Y. Mattar

Paper presented on behalf of DIFI

Best Interests of the Child: A Comparative Analysis of Gulf
Jurisdictions

Dr. Lena Maria-Moller

Max Planck Institute of Comparative and Private International Law,
Hamburg, Germany

Questions and answers

Official reception hosted by the Ministry of Justice
State of Qatar [Four Seasons Hotel]

Summary of Day One

Protecting the best interests of the child in international family
disputes — Country experiences

Moderator: Dr. Moutaz Sheir
Adviser, Executive Board, Qatar Foundation Social Work

- Qatar
- Kuwait
- Oman

Coffee Break

Protecting the best interests of the child in international family
disputes — Country experiences (cont’d)

Moderator: Dr. Moutaz Sheir
Adviser, Executive Board, Qatar Foundation Social Work

- Saudi Arabia
- United Arab Emirates

Questions and answers

Implementing the Hague Family Law Conventions — two examples:
Morocco* and Tunisia**

Moderator: TBC

Judge Hassan Brahimi*
Detached magistrate, Ministry of Justice and Liberties
Moroccan Central Authority



12.00 p.m. —1.00 p.m.

1.00 p.m. —2:15 p.m.

2.15p.m.—-2.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. - 3.15 p.m.

3.15p.m. - 3.45 p.m.

3.45 p.m. —4.00 p.m.

Professor Lotfi Chedly**
Dean, Faculty of Legal, Political and Social Sciences, Tunis, Tunisia

Questions and answers

* from the perspective of a Contracting State;

** from the perspective of a non-Contracting State taking efforts towards
accession

Lunch

Open Discussion — Part 1

Moderator: Ms. Béatrice Maillé
Director General, Consular Policy, Global Affairs Canada

The wrongful removal or retention of children across borders by
parents — legal framework, challenges and solutions

Coffee Break

Open Discussion — Part 2

Moderator: Mrs. Lara Hussian, Director
Family Policy Director, DIFI

Alternative dispute resolution mechanisms in addressing cross-
border family disputes (e.g. relating to child custody and access)

Review and adoption of the draft Conclusions and Recommendations
Dr. Christophe Bernasconi, Secretary General, HCCH

Closing Remarks

- Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

- Secretary General of the Hague Conference (HCCH)
- Working Party on Mediation co-Chairs
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