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Concept Note

Introduction

The Gulf regional seminar on protecting the best interests of the child in cross-border family disputes is
co-hosted by Global Affairs Canada and the Doha International Family Institute, member of the Qatar
Foundation, in collaboration with the Hague Conference on Private International Law. The seminar is
scheduled to take place in Doha, Qatar from March 29 to 30, 2016.

Guided by the international legal principles set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the regional seminar is organized in the context of the Working Party on Mediation of the Malta
Process.

Seminar Objective and Aims

The objective of the seminar is to promote dialogue and further engagement between regional
government officials, judges, independent experts and other stakeholders on emerging cross-border
family disputes involving children. The seminar aim to:

explore regional perspectives on children’s rights in the context of cross-border family disputes,
particularly when it results in the wrongful removal of a child across international borders;
provide information on relevant child protection conventions adopted under the auspices of the
Hague Conference on Private International Law and their relevance for States from the Gulf
Region;

examine existing alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, including family mediation, of
Sharia-based or Sharia-influenced legal systems and other legal systems in the region available to
address cross-border family disputes; and

strengthen international legal co-operation in the search for solutions in the best interests of the
child to resolve these complex cases.

Expected Participation
Governmental representatives from the Gulf region, international and regional organizations, members
of the Working Party on Mediation and academic experts are expected to participate in the Seminar.

Format and Venue
The seminar will include presentations from Gulf countries on domestic experiences in protecting the
best interests of the child in international family disputes, global and regional perspectives of



international organizations, legal principles as well recent research and academic studies by experts on
child rights, family law in the Gulf region as well as international legal instruments, including the Hague
Conventions.

The Gulf Regional Seminar will be held at the Four Seasons Hotel in Doha, Qatar. The seminar reception
will be hosted by the Qatar Ministry of Justice at the same venue.

Seminar Hosts

The Gulf regional seminar is a collaborative initiative between Canada, Doha International Family
Institute (DIFI), a member of the Qatar Foundation and the Hague Conference on Private International
Law. The seminar is co-hosted by Canada and DIFI with the support of the Ministry of Justice, State of
Qatar and the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference.

The Malta Process and the Working Party on Mediation

The Malta Process, developed within the framework of the Hague Conference on Private International
Law, promotes co-operation between Contracting States and non-Contracting States to the Hague
Children’s Conventions whose legal systems and domestic family laws are based upon or influenced by
Islamic legal traditions. The Process aims to identify solutions for complex trans-frontier family conflicts,
notably issues of the protection of contact rights between parents and children and issues of child
abduction.

The Working Party on mediation of the Malta Process was established in April 2009 on the
recommendation of governmental and judicial representatives from over 24 countries, including the
State of Qatar. The Working Party, co-Chaired by Canada and Pakistan, aims to promote mediation and
other alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to resolve cross-border child custody or contact
disputes where the 1980 Convention and the 1996 Convention do not apply.

The Working Party has developed “Principles for the establishment of mediation structures” that
proposes the establishment of Central Contact Points for International Family Mediation. Previous
events include the “Islamic Legal Perspectives on Cross-Border Family Disputes Involving Children” (April
2014, The Hague), and the Southeast Asia regional seminar (November 2014, Malaysia). The Gulf regional
seminar (March 2016) is the continuation of these ongoing efforts.

For any additional information concerning the Gulf regional seminar, please contact:

Ms. Dana Al Kahlout

Senior Program Specialist

Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)
Tel: +974 44548232, Mobile: +974 55632142
dalkahlout@af.org.qa

Mr. Ajmal Pashtoonyar

Policy Advisor, Children’s Issues, Consular Policy Bureau, Global Affairs Canada
Tel: +1 343-203-2237, Mobile: +1 613 240 8424
ajmal.pashtoonyar@international.gc.ca

Ms. Kerstin Bartsch
Senior Legal Officer

Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law
Tel: +31 70 363 3303, kb@hcch.nl
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