










more visibility to violence against women and facilitates the monitoring process of its implementation. In most cases, these 
laws try to use the existing mechanisms and incorporate psychological concepts to approach the complexity of the problem in 
the most effective way.

Finally the prevention and elimination of domestic violence require an interdisciplinary and combined approach that takes 
account of the many elements leading to violence against women and that will require a major change in social relationships 
and structures. Confronting violence against women is only a part of the larger picture: the transformation from a hierarchical, 
violent and discriminatory society to one that embraces solidarity, respect and the autonomy and dignity of all persons, be they 
men or women.

Annex I

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN STATES THAT HAVE INCLUDED PROVISIONS TO PREVENT, PUNISH, 
AND ERADICATE SOME FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN  ACCORDING TO THE SPHERE IN WHICH 
VIOLENCE IS EXERCISED 
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Antigua 
and 

Barbuda

Yes Yes: Sexual 
Offences Act and 

Domestic Violence 
(Summary 

Proceeding) Act 

No Not mentioned It is not clear / Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Argentina Yes No As 
“internatio-nal 
trafficking for 
the purpose of 
prostitution”

No As “internatio-
nal trafficking 
for the purpose 
of prostitution”

Yes There is a 
National 
Program 

of Integral 
Sexual 

Education 

Not mentioned

Barbados Yes  Yes Yes No No Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Belize Yes Yes Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes Yes Yes Not mentioned

Bolivia Yes Not mentioned Yes No Yes Not mentioned It’s in a draft 
bill

Not mentioned

Brazil Yes No, but it is 
covered within 
the generic type 

of rape 

Yes No Yes Yes Yes, in the 
National Plan 

of Policies 
for Women

Institutional 
violence (over-

population, 
mistreatment( 

and gender 
violence 
(denial of 
prisoners’ 

SSR(
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Chile Yes Yes, except when 
there is no force or 

intimidation 

Yes, but not 
in accordance 

with 
international 

treaties

SERNAM is 
in charge of 

that, but hasn’t 
yet set up a 

strategy

Yes Yes Actions from 
the Ministry 
of Health in 
SRR. On the 
other hand, 
lack of legal 
protection of 

SRR 

Sexual 
violence as 
torture for 
imprisoned 

women 
during the 

dictatorship

Colombia Yes Yes Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes Not mentioned No Not mentioned

Costa Rica Yes Yes Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes Yes Not 
mentioned

State does not 
report. Expert 
will request 
info in next 

report.

Dominica Yes No Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Not mentioned Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Ecuador Yes No, but it is 
an aggravating 

factor if the rape 
perpetrator is the 
spouse or mate

Yes, but not 
in accordance 

with 
international 

treaties

No Yes, but not in 
accordance with 

international 
treaties

Yes Organic Bill 
of Health 

covers 
sexual and 

reproductive 
health

Not mentioned

El 
Salvador

Yes No, but it is 
covered within 
the generic type 

of rape

Yes Not mentioned Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Guatemala Yes No Not 
mentioned 

Yes, but they 
are not enough

Yes No There’s a 
National 

Program on 
Reproductive 

Health

Not mentioned

Guyana Yes No Not 
mentioned

No Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Haiti It is not clear No Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Honduras Yes No, but it is 
covered within 
the generic type 

of rape

Not 
mentioned 

Yes, but they 
are not enough

Yes Yes Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Jamaica Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes No, but there 
is a draft bill

Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Mexico Yes Yes Not 
mentioned 

Yes, but they 
are not enough

No In 17 States of 
the Federa-

tion The National 
Survey on 
Sexual and 

Reproductive 
Health 

Not mentioned
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Nicaragua Yes No Not 
mentioned 

No Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Panama Yes No, but it is 
covered within 
the generic type 

of rape

Not 
mentioned 

No Yes No Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Paraguay Yes No, but it is 
covered within the 

generic type of 
sexual coercion

Not 
mentioned 

No Yes Yes National Plan 
of Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Health, but its 
effects cannot 
be evaluated 

State does 
not inform 
on claims 

of violence 
against women 

deprived of 
freedom

Peru Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Dominican 
Republic

Yes Yes Not 
mentioned 

Not mentioned Yes Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Saint 
Lucia

Yes Yes No No No Yes Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Suriname Only some 
forms 

No No Not mentioned Yes No Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Trinidad 
and 

Tobago

Yes Yes No Not mentioned No Not mentioned Not 
mentioned

Not mentioned

Uruguay Yes No, but it is 
covered within 
the generic type 

of rape

No No No Yes, only 
work-related 

No specific 
norms or 
policies

Not mentioned

Venezuela Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes The Official 
Guideline for 
the Care of 
Sexual and 

Reproductive 
Health

Not mentioned

Source: Responses from the states to the questionnaire sent by the CEVI 
             Reports of the Experts.




