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DIFI HOLDS PANEL ON ‘SUPPORTING FAMILIES AFFECTED BY WARS
AND CONFLICTS: EXPERIENCES OF NGOS IN QATAR’

QF Member Hosts Discussion at United Nations Headquarters in New York

Doha, Qatar, February 3, 2018 - The Doha International Family Institute (DIFl), a member of Qatar
Foundation, recently held a panel discussion on ‘Supporting Families Affected by Wars and Conflicts:
Experiences of NGOs in Qatar’, at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters in New York.

The event, which took place on Friday, February 2, was organized in collaboration with Qatar Red Crescent
Society, Qatar Charity, Education Above All, and the Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the UN.

Evidence shows that the cumulative impact of wars and violent conflict aggravates economies and
weakens the ability of the state, local authorities, or private sectors in providing services and opportunities
of livelihood for families and their members. The DIFI event shed light on the critical role of non-
governmental organizations in providing the necessary support and assistance to families and their
members affected by wars and conflicts. The discussion sought to highlight and present the experiences
of NGOs in Qatar in providing support to populations affected by wars and conflicts.

The event began with opening remarks from H.E. Sheikha Alya Al-Thani, Permanent Representative of the
State of Qatar to the United Nations, followed by introductory remarks from Ms. Noor Al Malki Al-Jehani
Executive Director, DIFl. The panel discussed the humanitarian aid and poverty alleviation from the
experience and insights of QRCS, represented by Dr. Mohammed Bin Ghanim Al Ali Al-Maadheed,
Chairman of the Board; and Qatar Charity, represented by Mr. Mohammed bin Ali Al-Ghamdi, Executive
Director. The panel also highlighted the experience and insights of Education Above All, represented by
Ms. Salwa Al Mannai, Head of Policy and Research, in providing education to war affected children.

Mr. Al-Ghamdi, Executive Director, Qatar Charity, said: "We are delighted to be present at international
events, such as the United Nations, as it is in line with our work of interacting with humanitarian issues
and participating in decision-making. We view our partnerships with other national organizations as very
important to raising and discussing issues of concern to the family and to strengthening and combating
poverty and achieving the permanent empowerment of poor families.”

DIFl is a global policy and advocacy Institute working to advance knowledge on Arab families, through
research, and promote evidence-based polices at the national, regional, and international levels. The

institute has special consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social Council.

ENDS



DIFI

aywlll (igall @agall smsa A a4 dLuowdo
Doha International Family Institute Qatar Foundation

ol illala § gl kY
Member of Qatar Foundation

Unlocking human potential.
Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to strengthen the family
through the development and dissemination of high quality research on Arab families, encouraging
knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making the family a priority to policy makers
through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional and international levels. Among the Institute’s
most important initiatives are the Annual Conference on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in
collaboration with the Qatar National Research Fund, an annual research grant which encourages
research related to the Arab family and family policy. The Institute has special consultative status with
United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

For more information on Doha International Family Institute, please visit www. Difi.org.qa
Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit organization
that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable economy. QF strives to serve
the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs across its innovation-focused
ecosystem of education, science and research, and community development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, and Her
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality education. Today,
QF’s world-class education system offers lifelong learning opportunities to community members as young
as six months through to doctoral level, enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and
contribute to the nation’s development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers are working
to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning and fostering social
engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is committed to empowering the local
community and contributing to a better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa




